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[Mote to editors” This is the second of a two part 
series of articles on energy and Africa,, The first 
part, ’’Nigeria and South Africa", appeared in the 
last packet (#629) along with graphics to accompany 
the stories o Also * see graphics section in this pack- 

et “l AFRICA AND THE "ENERGY CRISIS" 

PART II: ANGOLA AND ZAIRE 

by Robert Manning and Barry Rubin 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- While the effect on indepen- 
dent African states with large oil reserves has been 
generally positives energy wealth has only added to 
the agony in colonial-ruled southern Africa. 

In the Portuguese colony of Angola, a thirteen- 
year colonial war continues. With the aid of NATO, 
the Portuguese employ napalm and phospherous bomb- 
ing and the continual relocation of African peasants 
to maintain their position. 

ANGOLA: THE GREAT OIL ROBBERY 

In its search for oil, the Gulf Oil Corporation 
has become a principal beneficiary of Portugal's 
brutal policies, and this alliance is a two-way 
street. In 1972 Gulf paid $50 million directly to 
the Portuguese administrators for oil revenues. This 
figure amounts to 70% of the total Angolan provinc- 
ial military budget. 

Gulf's contract with Portugal calls for the 
latter "to undertake such measures as may be neces- 
sary to insure that the Company may carry out its 
operations freely and efficiently" and "to prevent 
third parties from interfering with the Company's 
contractual rights." 

In practice, of course, this refers to Portu- 
gal's attempts to suppress the African liberation 
forces in the area, principally, the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) . Gulf's 
taxes to Portugal are essential to this operation. 

At stake for Gulf is an investment of over $200 
million, and 7.5 million tons of oil a year. 

Last winter, Gulf became particularly impor- 
tant because of the Arab oil boycott against Portu- 
gal. The October Middle East war with the conse- 
quent importance of Portugal's bases in the Azores 
Islands in the mid-Atlantic for the U.S. airlift to 
Israel also appear to be leading to deeper U.S. 
involvement with the Portuguese. 

The Pentagon has gone out of its way to stress 
the importance of Southern Africa not only as a 
source of oil, but also as a region of great strat- 
egic importance through its proximity to the routes 
of oil super-tankers travelling fromtfhe Persian 
Gulf around the Cape of Good Hope on the Way to 
Europe and the U.S. 

The Gulf- Portuguese agreement provides that, 
in normal times, 50% of the company’s production 
may be taken by the government, and in case of emer- 
gency, up to 100%. Normally, both find it more 
profitable to export the crude oil to refineries in 
the U.S., Canada, Trinidad, and Japan, and to buy 
Middle Eastern oil for Portugal's needs. However, 
Angolan oil is now being diverted to Portugal. 

Gulf's oil is used to keep the wheels c °l~ 
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onialism turning not 6nly in Angola, but also in 
Portugal's EasteAfrican colony of Mozambique, 
where oil is now shipped to the Sonarep refinery, 
and in Rhodesia where Gulf supplies 35% of Rhod- 
esia's consumption in violation of U.N. sanctions. 
Gulf's production, already over 150,000 barrels per 
day is more than sufficient to supply the needs of 
these countries. 

All this may be but a drop in the proverbial 
bucket compared to Angola's potential production. 
Arslan Humbaraci and Aquino de Braganca, both well- 
known international, journalists, have uncovered 
evidence that Gillf has made some spectacular strikes 
inmCheioff- shore waters of Cabinda, Angola's nor- 
thernmosfetprovince . 

Gulf Oil's magazine, Orange Disc, has reported 
that someodiftiihe individual wells "are among the 
most prolific south of the Middle East." With 
MPLA guerrillas only about 70 miles away. Gulf and 
the Portuguese have played down these successes. 
However, officials in neighboring Zaire have con- 
firmed substantial finds from the same pool. 

Oil companies have faced problems in off-shore 
drilling in this area. While individual wells are 
quite rich, the fields are often not continuous . 

The price of building a drilling platform for one 
well has been too high to be commercially feas ible 
in the past. 

Now, ship-mounted rigs have been perfected. 

The pelican, a 15,000-ton rig- carrying ship, ar- 
rived in Angola in late 1973, and at least five oth- 
ers were expected to follow shortly. 

AND ZAIRE TO THE NORTH 

But this equipment is not exclusively for dril- 
ling off Angola, for the thin slice of Zaire that 
separates the Portuguese enclave of Cabinda where 
most of the oil is found, from the main body of Ang- 
ola, is also rich in oil. Publicly, Zaire ' s Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko has posed as something of a 
radical nationalist, but in many ways this is little 
more than showmanship and cheap public relations . 

In reality, Mobutu, who was responsible in 
some degree for the death of Patrice Lumumba, the 
leader of the leftist government of newly indepen- 
dent Congo who was overthrown in a U.S. -backed 
coup and assassinated in 1961 , . has cooperated with 
both Gulf and the Portuguese. 

Two of Gulf's strikes , Moko IX and Mibale IX, 
are off Zaire. According to Humbaraci, Gulf has 
persuaded Zaire to allow construction of a pipeline 
to link these wells and others with its Malongo 
terminal in Portuguese Cabinda. The scandal re- 
sulting from these revelations have proved most em- 
barrassing to Mobutu' s government. 

And this is not all, for if Mobutu wants to set 
up such an arrangement , it is imperative that MPLA 
be kept from scoring a decisive victory in the area. 
Numerous reports have emerged of MPLA guerrillas 
being jailed in Zaire, and Mobutu has virtually 
turned over the 1250 mile Zaire-Angola border to a 
guerrilla organization called- the National Front 
for the Liberation of Angola, (FNLA) . 

FNLA is led by Holden Roberto, grandson of 

a Bakoneo tribal king, and based solely in that 
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tribe. As the Bakongo peoples are extended in Zaire 
Mobutu has been more than cordial to Roberto, whose 
"guerrilla organization" is reportedly backed by 
the West, and spends more time engaged in battle 
with MPLA than with the Portuguese. 

Gulf is not the only thing Mobutu has going 
for him. Other companies, including Shell and Tex- 
aco are scanning the interior of Zaire for oil. 

Zaire expects its oil production by mid-1974 to in- 
crease to 16 million tons, double the country 5 s 
needs . 

The two other main west African oil producing 
countries are quite different. Gabon is tradition- 
ally conservative, taking but 10% from the compan- 
ies operating there. 

Congo-Brazzaville on the other hand is rela- 
tively radical. Gabon's 1973 production was at 8 
million tons, just above Angola's. Congo-Brazza- 
ville was at only 2 million tons, although it is 
expected to triple in the next two years. Congo- 
Brazzaville has exercised a substantial amount of 
control vis-a-vis oil. 

When companies servicing the country's intern- 
al mdfket came to President Marien N'Gouabi and ask- 
ed for the second time in a few months for a price 
increase due to an alleged shortage, N'Gouabi de- 
cided to investigate the matter for himself. His 
survey showed that not only was there no energy 
shortage, but that the companies held stocks suffi- 
cient for the next sixteen months. 

Because of their attempts at what he called 
"blackmail pureaand simple," Congo-Brazzaville na- 
tionalized the holdings of six major companies in- 
cluding Shell, Mobil and Texaco. 

THE HAVE NOTS 

While price increases for oil have added mil- 
lions of dollars in tax revenues to producing coun- 
tries, they have been an unmitigated disaster for 
third world oil-importing states. The U.N. Econom- 
ic Commission on Africa estimates the oil bill for 
black Africa to be 22% of all imports in 1974, as 
opposed to 8% in '73. 

Ghana's bill has jumped from $25 to $70 million 
and Senegal's bill will equal one quarter its total 
budget. With prices still rising, the bill for 1974 
may quadruple over 1973. This is not to mention by- 
products of oil, especially chemical fertilizer. 

As the economies of the West tighten their 
belts, production of chemical fertilizer based on 
naphtha, which comes from oil, is decreasing. The 
U.S.', a main supplier of fertilizer to the under- 
developed world, exported 25% of all production in 
1973, but has signdd no new export agreements since 
October. 

There have even been doubts about meeting the 
needs of U.S. farmers. This means that not only 
will there be an added food shortage in many Afric- 
an countries, but large scale agricultural produc- 
tion, which is dependent on cheap, chemical fertil- 
izer, will have to produce more precious foreign 
exchange to pay for the increased price of what 
fertilizer is available. It is estimated that the 
underdeveloped countries will need an additional 
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$3 billion to cover food and fertilizer costs. 

To make matters worse, aid is less available 
as the fuel shortage takes its toll. Although 29 
African nations broke relations with Israel be- 
cause of the October war, they have as yet to re- 
ceive any special consideration from the Arab oil 
producers. Such aid has been promised, but has 
not yet appeared in any sufficient amount to off- 
set the crisis. 

"It is likely," commented the Tanzanian Daily 
News, "that [the Arabs] will at best raise the 
price at which they sell to us, or they will at 
worst, cut the supplies they sell to us. The situa- 
tion is serious." 

The Arabs did set up an Arab Bank for Industri- 
alization and Agricultural Development in Africa 
with an initial capital of $125 million, and dele- 
gated Algeria to coordinate further efforts. There 
have been some direct deals to several countries 
to ensure supplies. 

Although Saudi Arabia's Oil Minister, Sheik 
Yamani, has talked of a multi-tiered price system 
which would allot cheap fuel for underdeveloped 
nations, nothing has materialized. Other alterna- 
tives are collective refineries in different regions 
to meet the needs of several countries, but nothing 
as yet has developed in that direction. 

In fact there has been some speculation that 
oil -exporting African nations may be against such 
cooperation, as it would detrdct from their inval- 
uable source of foreign exchange gain. 

-30- 
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ITALIAN ACTIVIST FASTS FOR 78 DAYS 
IN SUPPORT OF LEGAL ABORTIONS 

ROME, Italy (LNS)--Italian activist: Marco 
Pannella is presently on a hunger strike to gain 
support for legalized abortions. Four years ago, 
his hunger strike helped bring a debate on divorce 
to the Italian Parliment, and in May, 1974, the 
referendum on the new liberalized divorce was ap- 
proved overwhelmingly by Italian voters in what was 
considered a major defeat for right-wing forces in 
the country. 

Pannblla, who is a member of the small but 
influential Radical patty, has lost 60 pounds dur- 
ing his fast, in which he daily allows himself 
three cups of coffee and vitamins. 

"We are merely asking for a chance to pre- 
sent our case," the 44 year old Pannella explained. 
Pannella suspended his fast July 20 --only for two 
days--to allow time for farliment to make a com- 
mitment to legal abortion and other civil liberties 
issues . 

Pannella is also involved in trying to get 
the Italian Parliment to consider other issues that 
the lawmakers have traditionally avoided, including 
voting rights for 18-year-olds, allowing dissenters 
television time on the state-controlled networks, 
and changing Italy's archaic family code. 

--30— 
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APPEALS COURT UPHOLDS CONTEMPT CONVICTIONS 
OF 3 IN SLA- RELATED INVESTIGATIONS; 

RADIO STATION MANAGER, TWO OTHERS HAVE APPEAL DENIED 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS)--The United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit has upheld the contempt 
conviction of a Los Angeles radio station manager who 
refused to surrender originals of a Symbionese Liber- 
ation Army (SLA) tape and a communique from the Weath- 
er Underground. The court ruled on July 22 that Will 
Lewis of KPFK-FM had no grounds to deny the tape and 
the communique to the FBI. 

The SLA tape contained the voice of Emily and 
William Harris as well as that of Patricia Hearst. 

The Weather communique claimed responsibility for the 
May 31 bombing of the offices of California Attorney 
General Evelle Younger. The bombing was in response 
to the shoot-out in which six SLA members were killed 
by 500 city, state and federal police. 

KPFK had given copies of both the tape and the 
communique to the FBI but they have demanded the or- 
iginals in order to check for fingerprints. Lewis re- 
fused saying it would endanger the radio station's 
credibility with news sources. In addition, Lewis 
has also refused to answer grand jury questions on 
the matter. 

The KPFK station manager was originally jailed 
on June 19 and was released pending the appeal decis- 
ion 16 days later wfien Supreme Court Justice William 
0. Douglas ruled that Lewis is "a newsman with all 
First Amendment protections." The three judge Appeals 
Court panel ruled, however, that to produce the tape 
and the communique would not be a violation of First 
Amendment rights guaranteeing a free press. 

Lewis has ten days to appeal the decision to 
the United States Supreme Court, during which time 
he will be allowed to remain free. If the court de- 
cidessto hear the case Lewis will stay out of jail 
until a decision is reached. If thee court decides 
not to hear the case, the ruling of the appeals court 
will be upheld and Lewis will be sentenced for con- 
tempt „ 

* * * 

In a separate but related action, the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals also upheld contempt charges 
against two people who have refused to answer quest- 
ions before a federal grand jury convened in San Fran- 
cisco to investigate the SLA. The grand- jury was con- 
vened on March 28 allegedly to investigate the Patri- 
cia Hearst kidnapping and the SLA robbery of the Hib- 
ernia bank in San Francisco. Hearst has been indicted 
by that gj and jury for her role in the bank robbery. 

Soon after the grand jury was convened hundreds 
of FBI agents moved into the Bay Area questioning 
and surveilling large numbers of political and non- 
political people. Those who refused to talk were 
threatened with grand jury subpoenas. Four of the 
people subpoenaed publicly stated they had no infor- 
mation on the SLA. 

Those four subpoenaed were Joyce and Paul Hal- 
verson, Janet Cooper and Cindy Garvey. Paul Halverson 
refused to testify on various grounds including il- 
legal wiretapping. Fifth Amendment rights and mari- 
tal privilege. He was given immunity and slapped with 
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a contempt charge when he still refused to an- 
swer rpaestions. Joyce Halverson was also given 
InWunitjf but her subpoena was dropped the day 
after Paul went to jail. 

Cindy Garvey was called before the grand 
jury twice, refusing to answer questions both 
times. After being given immunity she also was 
found in contempt the same day as Paul Halverson. 

She spent two weeks in jail before being released 
pending the appeals decision. 

The fourth person, Janet Cooper, was asked 
only one question concerning a wallet she reported 
stolen several months earlier. Apparently ident- 
ification in the wallet had been used by an SLA 
member. When Janet refused to answer the question, 
though, the subpoena was dropped. 

Follswing the appeals court ruling Garvey 
was ordered to surrender to U.S. marshalls on 
July 16 to be returned to jail. Halverson has since 
agreed to questions already put forth by the grand 
jury, since they deal primarily with his friend 
Camilla Hall, who was killed in the Los Angeles 
shoot-out with police. 

The direction that the grand jury will take 
is not clear. That the Justice Department is tak- 
ing it seriously was emphasized when Brandon Alvey 
and Robert Merkle were flown in to aid in the in- 
vestigation. Both formerly worked with the Inter- 
nal Securities Division, specializing in grand 
juries investigating supporters of the Irish Re- 
publican Army. 

* * * 

(Thanks to the National Lawyers Guild Grand Jury 
Defense Office in San Francisco for much of the 
information in this story «) 
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ACLU CHALLENGES POLICE REPORT ON SLA SHOOT-OUT 

LOS ANGELES (LNS) --Attorney Leonard Weinglass 
has challenged the official police report on the 
May 17 shoot-out in which 500 police killed six 
members of the Symbionese Liberation Army (SLA) , 
urging a public inquiry into certain aspects of the 
killings o Speaking at an American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) news conference on July 22, Weinglass 
said that the police report released July 19 left 
several questions unanswered* 

Among those questions, said Weinglass, is why 
the police never tried to phone into the house de- 
spite the fact that they knew the phone number and 
that the phone was working* Police said they did 
not use the phone because they felt their task was 
to lineutrAlize” the SLA, not try to talk them out 
of the house* 

Weinglass also asked why there was a six hour 
delay between when the police first located the 
SLA members and when the shooting began* It was 
speculated that this time was used to make certain 
that Patricia Hearst was not in the house before 
launching the attack* Police maintain they did not 
know for sure where the SLA members were until just 
before the assault * Weinglass has been investigating 
the matter at the request of the families of William 
Wolfe and Camilla Hall, both killed i n the house* -50- 
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RADICAL MEDIA BULLETIN BOARD** AN INTERNAL NEWSLETTER 
FOR ALL LNS SUBSCRIBERS**** July 24, 1974 


from: Political Education Project , 107 South Street 

3rd Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02111, 
542-3301. 

The Political Education Project (PEP) has pro- 
duced a phamphlet, "Boycott Lettuce and Grapes" 
about the United Farm Workers --their struggles to 
organize a union of /farm workers, their battles with 
growers and Teamsters and the Nixon administration 
and what can be done to support the UFW. 

Individual copies are 5 </r and bulk rates are 
available for up to 1,000 copies for 3<j: and 1,000 
or more copies at 2 1/2 ^ each. 

Also available are copies of PEP Report #3, 

"Who Pays Taxes?" for bulk rates. "The Price of 
Food", "The Energy Crisis," and "Our Taxes for Tor- 
ture" are all more or less out of date, but indivi- 
dual copies can be had for 5^ each. 

PEP will be putting out leaflets on national 
issues at the rate of one per month. The next few 
issues will deal with inflation, the energy crisis, 
and Indochina. Write to us if you would like to 
receive samples on a regular basis. There is no 
fixed rate for a aubscription but contributions to 
offset the cost of mailing are appreciated. 

* * ± 1c 

from: Childcare Organizing Group, Box 7412, Kilby 

Station, New Haven, Connecticut 

We are sponsoring a conference on parent co- 
operative childcare--THE POLITICS OF COOPERATIVE 
CHILDCARE- -to draw together some of the scattered 
groups around the Northeast who are struggling with 
issues of cooperative daycare. 

We hope that in a weekend spent together we 
can share our successes and failures, hopes, plans 
and ideas, returning to our own centers with new 
insight and enthusiasm to push our work ahead. 

Write for further information and applications. 

* * * * 


SECOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND PSYCHIATRIC OPPRESSION SET 
FOR LABOR DAY WEEKEND 

TOPEKA, Kansas (LNS) --The second National 
Conference oh Human Rights and Psychiatric Oppres- 
sion will take place Labor Day weekend' — August 30 
through September 2--in Topeka, Kansas. The first 
such conference, held last year in Detroit, brought 
together mental patients, mental health profess- 
ionals, "and other people committed to taking a- 
way the power of the psychiatric industry to force 
incarceration and 'treatment' on unwilling victims." 

Over the past year the movement against psy- 
chiatric abuses has grown, according to organizers 
of the conference. Recent court decisions have be- 
gun to bring psychiatric inmates uunder the Bill of 
Rights, "and the general public has become more 
aware that there is something rotten in the insti- 
tutions of psychiatry," points out those involved 
with the conference. In addition, new activist 
groups have sprung up all over North America. 

One of the main, purposes of the conference will 
be to bring all the groups in contact with each other. 
It has been proposed that the conference establish 
a communications network. 

"We hope this will help to crystallize the 
many separate groups around the country into a real 
national movement," continued conference organizers. 
"We also want to encourage people involved in other 
movements, such as feminists, gays and prisoners 
to come to the conference. In many ways, we share 
a common oppression--let' s try to work together 
to end it." 

Most of the conference will consist of inform- 
al workshops, on such subjects as sexism ans psy- 
chiatry; discrimination against ex-patients; tor- 
ture as "treatment"; seclusion; psychosurgery; 
aversive therapy; forced drugs; getting ex-inmate: 
groups started; fighting involuntary commitment in 
the courts; children in mental hospitals; and self 
help centers. 


from: The STate Historical Society of Wisconsin, 

816 State Street, Madison, Wisconsin 53706 

Has just published "UNDERGROUNDS, a union list 
of alternative publications in libraries of the U.S. 
and Canada" by James P. Danky. The book is a 210- 
page illustrated paperback for $12.95. 

* * It * 

from: Maison D' Edition Des Femmes, 2 Rue de la 

Roquette, Paris , France 75011. 

A group of women in the Women's Liberation 
Movement in France have founded the first women's 
publishing house there and opened the first women's 
bookstore in Paris, Librarie des femmes, 68 rue deS 
Sainfs-Beresy Paris 75007 

We propose to publish women's revolts and strug- 
gles, whether individual or collective and to pro- 
vide an outlet for women's writings unavailable 
through commercial publishers. The French works are 
available in the U.S. at Labyris Books, 33 Barrow 

N.Y., Adler's Foreign Books Inc, 162 Fifth Ave . 
N.Y. END OF RMBB FOR TODAY* ***E ND OF RMBB********* 
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* * * 

The registration: fee is $15, which includes 
food and housing for the weekend, but no one will 
be turned away for lack of funds. 

Literature and posters are available, if you 
can distribute them, to publicize the conference . 
Contributions are also needed to make it possible 
for mental patients who can't afford it to come 
to the conference. 

For more information, or to let them know you're 

coming, contact the National Conference on 
Human Rights and Psychiatric Oppression, Box 962, 
Lawrence, Kansas 66044; or phone (913) 842-4088 
or 722-6330. 
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HELP US MAKE OUR HOT SUMMER A LITTLE COOLER 
BY PAYING YOUR BILLS ON TIME AND KEEPING US UP 
ON WHAT'S GOING ON IN YOUR AREA. (SEND PHOTOS TOO.) 
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FDA ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF "MATURE MEN" APPROVED 
DEPO PROVERA DESPITE INCIDENCE 
OF CERVICAL / UTERINE CANCER 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON ( INS)— Recent hearings on the use of 
advisory committees by the Food and Dtmg Administrate 
tion (FDA) have revealed that despite strong evidence 
that thee contraceptive may cause cervical cancer the 
FDA . approved Depo~?:R^AL a for prescription use® 

In October 9 1973 9 the FDA approved the contro- 
versial injectable contraceptive , manufactured by 
Upjohn 9 for "limited" prescription use, although it 
admitted at the time that Depo Provera "presents the 
risk of permanent infertility" and a "possible inereas< 
in breast tumors FDA commissioner Alexander Schmidt 
claimed at that time that the decision was made to 
"’meet 'the demonstratable need" of the small propor- 
tion of women who cannot relyably use other forms of 
contraception® 

However 3 the recommendation of a medical officer 
of the FDA ^ in a review prepared July 28 , 1972 for the 
FDA at its request , was that Depo Provera was not to 
be approved o "In view of the animal data which has 
been obtained with the use of this drug (tumorigenic 
and carcinogenic effects) despite the uniqueness of 
the preparation (proven effectiveness of intramuscu- 
lar injections every 90 days), this medical officer 
is of the opinion that this (use investigation) should 
be discontinued and no further studies should be per- 
mitted by the FDA," wrote Dr® Michael Popkin at the 
conclusion of the FDA study® His study also cited 102 
side effects of . q Provera including breast tumors 
and various kinds of blood clots® 

The FDA’s Advisory Committee on Obstetrics and 
Gynecology which recommended that the FDA approve the 
drug for limited use 3 did not discusss the uterine 
or cervical cancer figures at any time during the 
committee v s consideration of the safety of Depo Pro- 
vera © 

"No inquiry seems to have been made by the com- 
mittee as to how the incidence of (cervical and uter- 
ine) cancer observed during the study by Upjohn com- 
pared with the incidence of this form of cancer nat% 
tonally in the total adult female population of the 
specific age groups at highest risk 3” L®H® Fountain, 
chairman of the Intergovernmental Relations Subcom- 
mittee hearings on the use of advisory committees by 
the FDA® 

The subcommittee cited two studies® One study, 
conducted by Upjohn 9 paported the incidence of 
cervical and uterine cancer as nine out of the 3,857 
women using Depo Provera Inlthe tests® The other 
study 3 the one prepared for the FDA by Popkin , found 
that sixteen out of 3,856 women developed grade 1¥ 
pap smears® These women had cancer and underwent 
hysterectomies— surgical removal of the uturus© 

Of the five classes of pap smears , 

Glass IV] is described as "cytology (structure or 
pathology of the cells X,., strongly suggestive of 
malignancy and Class III as "cytology suggestive 
of 9 but not conclusive for malignancy®" 

q Popkin 11 s figures add up to an instance of 410 
c ervical /uterine cancer cases per 100 <,000 women ® 


Up John’s figures 3 which are apparently underestimates 
because they don't take into account 722 women Up- 
john reported as having been lost to followup and 
also doesn't include Glass III pap smears which 
may have been malignancies 9 add up to an incidence of 
235 cervical/uterine cancer cases per 100,000 women. 

In the case of both studies , the figures greatly 
exceed the incidence found nationally, which according 
to thel'Thlrd National Cancer Report was 36 per 100,000 
women for this type of cancer© 

At the subcommittee hearing 3 these figures were 
pointed out to J© Richard Grout, director of the FDA's 
Bureau of Drugs© Fountain asked him whether he con- 
sidered the discrepancy between cancer in the general 
population of women and R altcer in women on Depo Provera 
"of sufficient importance to have warranted bringing 
this matter to the attention of the advisory committee 
for its consideration and discussion?" 

Grout responded "It is the first time I have 
heard 3 you know 3 an analysis like that and I cannot 
speak to the accuracy of the figures either way® 

May I request that I get a copy of what you just 
said right now and we will go back and, with great 
dispatch, look into the situation!" When he was 
reminded that the situation had been brought to hi® 
attention in January, he said he felt "certain there 
must have been a communications problem," and that he 
was "distressed to hear this and we will look into 
it immedCatelyv" 

Grout was also asked by Fountain "If the evidence 
or data presented to the committee by Upjohn was not 
complete, as the participants at the meeting indicated 
during the closed session* if the significance for 
humans of the cancer and tumor results in beagles is 
not known as revealed in the verbatim transcripts; 
if the facts, nature, and significance of the cases 
of cancer in -suit were not presented to the committee 
or in any way discussed, as is apparent in the 
verbatim transcript; if there is not enough exper- 
ience because of high discontinuation rate and other 
factors, to determine the extent of infertility caused 
by the drug, as indicated by the consultants; and if 
the problem of not being able to get rid of the drug 
once an adverse reaction occurs could not be resolVed; 
was the committee ready to make a benefits-to-risk 
determination; or are there too many unanswered 
questions for this drug to be considered for approval 
at this time?" 

Grout replied that the committee had been ready 
to make a "benef its-to-risk" determination, and that 
if they. wanted more data they could have asked for it© 
"They are mature men© They are not under pressure by 
anybody® They are intelligent© They are scientists," 
he said© 

The advisory committee, after neglecting to 
discuss the uterine cancer figures for Depo Provera, 
recommended that the drug be approved for limited use, 
which the FDA did in October 1973© 

Dr© Sidney Wolfe, director of the Health Research 
"Group. . a uashington-based consumer advocate group, 
termed the 1973 action "an insult" to women and 
"a further intrenchment of a two-class system of drug 
prescribing," with poor people being those "least 
likely to:. be informed by doctors of adverse effects 
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of any medieal treatment ® n 

Before Depo Provera received FDA approval for 
limited use in 1973, it was to be usedronly for re- 
search and medieal treatment for certain disorders 
of the reproductive system®' 

However 9 in March 1973, it was revealed that 
over 1,500( women in the state of Tennessee 9 in- 
cluding 250 mentally retarded women at Arlington 
Hospital and School (a state institution near 
Memphis) had been given the drug for contraceptive 
purposes o The women at Arlington, even non-ambul- 
atory patients who ram no risk of becoming preg- 
nant 5 were administered Depo Provera to eliminate 
menstruation® 

Many of the Tennessee women given Depo Provera 
were poor® One woman on welfare reported that 
she had been told by her caseworker that the Wel- 
fare Department did not want to support a second 
child 9 and that she should go to the Family Planning 
clinic for a birth control shot® The case worker 
told the wom#n that she might forget to take birth 
control pills 9 although the woman didn’t feel that 
she would have any such problem® 

°30« 
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WAR TAX RESXSTFR CLEARED ON TAX FRAUD CHARGES 

DURHAM, N.C. (MS)— Lyle Snider and the Durham 
Community War Tax Resisters of which he is a 
member 9 won an important victory recently in the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals® Reversing an 
earlier conviction , the court acquitted inider 
of charges of having willfully filed a false 
and fraudulent 1072 income tax form, whgm he claimed 
the entire world as his dependents in order to 
prevent the withholding of war taxes f rami his salary® 

Both Lyle and Sue Snider were also acquitted 
of contempt of court charges stemming from their 
refusal to stand when the judge entered and left 
the courtroom during the trial last summer in 
Greensboro® 

Although the court did not deal with the 
constitutional issue of whether the tax withholding 
system violates a Quaker’s freedom of religion, 
it concluded that there was no proof of fraudulent 
intent on Snider’s part® A claim of having 3 bil- 
lion dependents could deceive no one, the court 
said® Rather it recognized Snider’s act as a 
symbolic protest against the use of his money to 
finance a war® 

Similarly , the Sniders’ refusal to stand up 
before the judge was defended by the court as 
another example of ’’symbolic speech®” The court 
ruled that a person may choose not to stand for 
a judge’s entry or exit for any reason without 
feeing cited for contempt® 

While the court’s rulings have cleared Snider 
of tax fraud and contempt of court charges , they 
have not challenged the law which in part prompted 
his ’’symbolic protest” in the first place® Income 
taxes 9 automatically withheld by. employers are 
of course still being used by the government to 
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finance the military activities in Southeast 
Asia and elsewhere® 

’'Sixty per cent of our federal income taxes 
are going to Defense-related activities ,’h estimates 
Henry Felisone of the New York chapter of War 
Tax Resistance® ”The Pentagon budget is secret 
but we don’t believe Nixon’s absurd figures® Where 
else is 300 billion dollars going?— not health!” 

Felisone pointed out that the administration’s 
lower figures— closer to 30 per cent— are based on 
manipulations and huge omissions® For example , 
before the draft was ended , costs of administering 
the. draft system were completely 'mgglected in Nixon’s 
defense estimates 9 as well as the Central Intelligence 
Agency’s use of ’’secret funds®” 

Several months ago the secrecy of the CIA’s 
budget was challenged as an unconstitutional use 
of taxpayers money , but defeated by the Supreme 
Court conservative justices 5-4® 

In general j, Felison explained , the government 
tries to avoid the constitutional issues raised 
by the tax laws® Instiad of prosecuting people 
for tax: resistance , the government finds some 
technicality to prosecute something else*, like 
fraud® ’’Indictments for tax refusal would raise 
too many political issued m Felisone said® 

”The whole withholding system is unconstitutional , 9 
continued Felisone® ”By automatically withholding 
your money without going to courts it deprives 
you of your constitutional right to due process 
of law®” Furthermore 9 Felisone charged, ’’You can’t 
force an employer to do the Internal Revenue 
Service’s work® That’s involuntary servitude®” 

All these constitutional Issues are being 
raised In a suit co-sponsored by the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Union and the War Tax Resistance*?- 
which Is hoping to ’’take the case to the media and 
the streets , and undermine the withholding system 
and the U©$® military machine It supports 0 ” 

Meanwhile c, individuals and political groups who 
refuse to withhold income taxes continue to be 
harassed® For whether it ’ s constitutional or not, 
if your taxes haven’t been withheld, the government 
can confiscate any property, wages, even remove 
money from your back account® 

”Xf the IRS goes to a boss and demands a wage 
check for an employee owing taxes, he hands it 
over® If he doesn’t, the next day there are 10 
agents auditing his business,” explained Felisone® 

’’Don’t give the IRS this employment information,” 
Felisone warned® ”Xf an agent com.es to your 
house, don’t let him in and don’t speak to him G 
If you do he can legally grab your TV and run out 
with It® It’s out and out stealing, but It happens Q ” 

While the recent court decision acquitting 
Snider on Tax fraud do&s not resolve these more 
fundamental constitutional" questions , ”Xt sets 
an excellent precedent® ® ® ® You can stop your 
withholding by claiming a large number of dependents 9 
and they can’t get you on fraud,” said Felisone® 

If the government can’t dig up some other technica- 
lity, perhaps It will finally be forced to confront 
ythe constitut. .lonal and ‘political Issues® ™ 3 G— 
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[see graphics to go with following story] 

6,000 RALLY IN SUPPORT OF STRIKING BROOKSIDE MINERS 
UMWA PLANS NATIONWIDE WORK STOPPAGE 

HARLAN, Ky. (LNS)--Six thousand supporters of 
the Brookside strikers rallied on July 22 to protest 
violent attacks on United Mine Workers of America 
(UMWA) picketlines o Arnold Miller, union president, 
announced a possible nationwide walkout if the sit- 
uation did not improve. Referring to Kentucky Gov- 
ernor Wendell Ford's use of state police against 
the strike. Miller said, "We are putting our go' - 
ernor on notice that we are not going to tolerate 
his strike breaking activities." 

On July 26, a year will have passed since 180 
miners first went on. strike at the Eastover Mining 
Company's Brookside Mine in a struggle to gain re- 
cognition of the UMWA as the miners ' bargaining 

agent . 

Certification of the UMWA as the miners' bar- 
gaining agent expires this July 26. If the Nat- 
ional Labor Relations Board does not approve an 
extension, the Eastover Mining Comp any- -a subsid- 
iary of Duke Power Company, the nation's third 
largest coal consumer- -will no longer be legally 
required to negotiate with the striking miners, 
and scabs will be allowed to work the mine. There 
is a danger too, that the strike may be broken by 
the signing of a contract with the Southern Labor 
Union (SLU) , a company union described by strikers 
as "an organization of scab operators and their 
flunkies." The SLU is used by many southern coal 
operators to keep the UMWA out of their mines. 

The UMWA's planned walkout of its 120,000 
members in support of the Brookside miners is al- 
lowed by their contract which permits miners to 
take off work for "memorial periods not exceeding 
a period of 10 days." "For a year," explains UMWA 
president Arnold Miller, "Duke Power has refused 
to grant their miners the same safety and medical 
provisions which 120,000 other coal miners already 
have under UMWA contracts." 

The Brookside strike is seen as a "top prior- 
ity" item by the union. "People are forced tb go 
through hell, to risk their, lives; they are beaten 
and shot in order to have what should be considered 
a basic right - to work under a fair union con- 
tract," said a UMWA spokesperson. 

In addition, the UMWA's national contract ne- 
gotiations due to take place this fall will be de- 
layed until the strike is settled. A victory is 
seen. as key to the union's effort to organize the 
largely non-union mines in Eastern Kentucky , which 
produce a significant part of the annual coal ton- 
nage . 

** Violence. Escalates on Picket Lines ** 

Strikers are particularly concerned about the 
increasing violence on the picketlines, especially 
in Eastover' 1 s Highsplint mine, where Brookside 
miners have been gaining support for the UMWA even 
though the mine is under contract with the SLU. 

On July 8, state troopers helped scabs break 
through the picketline at the Highsplint mine, beat- 
ing and arresting eight strikers. The next day, 
66~year*old pen-si 0116 ^ miner Minard Turner was shot 
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twice and critically wounded on the picketixne. 

"We're trying to talk to these scabs and get 
them to honor our jiicketline," explained Mickey 
Messer, president of the striking UMWA Brookside 
local. "We're hoping this thing is going to be 
nonviolent, but with, these police around here, I 
don't know." 

Only recently have the Brookside miners fo- 
cused on the Highsplint mine. Following a Nation- 
al Labor Relations Board ruling last November, the 
UMWA won the right to picket other Duke Power mines. 

Union officials are trying to pressure Ken- 
tucky's Governor Wendell Ford to stop state troop- 
ers from escorting scabs through the picketlines. 

The number of miners crossing picketlines is de- 
creasing as the UMWA gains support. While on Mon- 
day, July 15, 90 out of 240 miners crossed the 
lines, even fewer showed up on Tuesday. 

** Arrests and Harrassment of Picketers* * 

In addition to the violence, 12 picketers were 
arrested last Monday and Tuesday, July 15-16, and 
charged with disorderly conduct. Among those ar- 
rested were four miners' wives, who along with other 
women, have carried on much of the 12 -month strike 
effort as members of the Brookside Women's Club. 

Furthermore, 19 Brookside strikers have been 
fired by Eastover, and 8 of the more militant strik- 
ers and their families received notices on June 20 
that they would be evicted from, their company-owned 
homes . 

The strikers have not been able to completely 
stop the supply of coal to Duke Power, which also 
is a producer of strip-mined coal. The sixth larg- 
est utility company in the nation, Duke Power post- 
ed profits of $90 million in 1973, and has assets 
totalling $2 1/2 billion. 

Yet Duke Power could be greatly pressured by 
a nationwide walkout of the UMWA, whose mines ac- 
count for over 70% of all coal produced in the US-- 
more than 2,000,000 tons daily. The US steel in- 
dustry is already short on coal, reportedly down 
to a national average of a 4 to 9 day supply. 

"The union has already seen the blood of too 
many coal miners spilled because of the industry's 
disregard for safety, the government's inability 
to enforce its own safety laws, black lung disea.se 
and attempts by companies like Duke Power to cut 
off the legal rights of its own workers,” Miller 
concluded at the July 21 rally. "The members of 
this union say to the coal industry, the federal 
government and to Duke Power -- the bloodshed must 
be ended." 

- 30 - 

"And so there was this Harlan, Kentucky situ- 
ation. The eyes of the whole country had become 
focused on that little spot. It had become a lit- 
tle ugly running sore, workers being beaten, women 
thrown in jail, American citizens being terrorized, 
newspaper men trying to investigate, being shot 
and terrorized." 

--taken from "Harlan Miners Speak, 
a 1932; report :on‘: violence used against 
miners organizing in Harlan County. 
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TlQEl l CAGE ftQlL ON CAPITOL STEPS ENTERS FIFTH WEEKS 

'7 ; ’ . 0 u , : WlLt : ’ ; 'dONTltoE : TTHILE 'CONGRESS . HE AR:S ' ^ : v 
INDOCHINA AID PROPOSALS 

WASHINGTON, DaGo (LNS )— Directed by the Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee(AFSC) and sponsored 
by a coalition of organizations seeking to end A- 
meric an military intervention in Indochina, the 
Tiger Cage Vigil and Fast has entered its fifth 
weeko The replica of a tiger cage--used to incar- 
cerate political prisoners in South Vietnam— is 
set up at the top of the Capitol steps in front of 
the main rotunda e 

The vigil, which began on June 24, is -‘sched- 
uled to continue until mid-August, involving the 
period of time in which the Congress is consider- 
ing economic and military aid proposals for IndO- 
chlnao Participants in the vigil are also en- 
gaged in a symbolic fast inspired by the month- 
long fast of 300 Buddhist monks and Cao Dai priests 
in Chi Hoa prison in Saigon® 

"We cannot let the farce of 1 peace with honor* 
continue without calling the attention of the Amer- 
ican people and our representatives in Congress to 
what is really going on," says a leaflet distribu- 
ted by the demonstrators® 

"We are therefore maintaining a Tiger Cage 
Vigil and Fast here at the Capitol throughout the 
summer, during the period in which Congress is con- 
sidering and voting on Indochina-related legisla- 
tiono The tiger cage you see here is a replica of 
the isolation cells in which many political prison- 
ers in South Vietnam are shackled, sometimes for 
months or years* Our vigil and fast are intended 
to communicate in a small way the day-to-day suf- 
fering, not only of the political prisoners, but 
of all the other victims of the war in Indochina®" 
There are now over 200,000 political prisoners in 
Saigon jails® 

For fiscal year 1975, beginning July 1, the 
Nixon administration has asked Congress for $750 
million in economic aid and $1*6 billion in mili- 
tary aid for South Vietnam® It is calculated that 
in all, the United States pays 857® of the operating 
costs of President Nguyen Van Thieu’s Saigon gov- 
ernment o 

"Yet only 37® of that money goes for real hu- 
manitarian purposes,” continues the leaflet® 

This weeks’ participants in the vigil and fast, 
are a group of people from Ohio®., They range in age 
from 15 to 75 years old and include a businesswo- 
man and a Catholic nun® The participants are hand- 
ing out 2,000 leaflets a day® 

Information about why they are there has been 
translated into German, French and Spanish in or- 
der to reach foreign visitors to the Capitol 0 One 
participant relates that a family group from India 
stopped to hear the talks which are given regular- 
ly by a person standing outside the cage® One 
member of the group then turned to his 10-year old 
daughter and carefully translated for her® 

Another participant tells of being in the of- 
fice of Senator Birch Bayh when a of 3 wo- 

men from Indiana entered holding leaflets 1 given 
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out by the fastens. They asked Bayh’s secretary 
if "the Senator knew about the large amount of aid 
going to Saigon and its real purposes, and then 
sat down and wrote him a, long letter to which they 
attached the leaflet® 

People have visited over a hundred different 
Congressional offices since the fast and vigil be- 
gan and the present essmhasis is on rousing sup- 
port for the Flynt- Giaimo amendment. 

This amendment, to be Introduced by Congress- 
men John Flynt of Georgia and Robert Giaimo of 
Connecticut would amend the Defense Appropriations 
bill to cut military aid to South Vietnam to $750 
million, about half of that requested by the Ad- 
ministration- — ’but still roughly equal to this 
year’s level® 

It marks the first attempt in the normally con- 
servative House of Representatives to cut aid to 
Saigon substantially below one billion dollars® 

"Although $750 million is still an unconscionable 
level of armaments for Saigon, says a release from 
The Coalition to Stop Funding the War, "this amend- 
ment is vitally important as an indicator of Con- 
gressional attitudes towards United States policy 
in Indochina® 

"In the past, military aid bills have featured 
a high House appropriation, a much lower Senate- 
figure (where anti-war amendments have fared much 
better), and a conference committee ’ compromise ’ 
unfortunately close to the high House figure® 

"The passage of this amendment, however, would 
be an essential first step toward achieving a 
final f igure substantially lower than last year f 3o n 

The amendment will cone on the House floor dur- 
ing the week of August 5-9 at which time every rep- 
resentative will be able to vote, so "pressure now 
is vital® 

So far there have been about 100 participants 
in the Tiger Gage Vigil and Fast. These are people 
representing national peace organizations such as 
War Resistors League, Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Indochina Peace Campaign, Catholic Peace Fellowship, 
Peacemaker, Clergy and Laity Concerned, Washington 
Peace Center, Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom and others® 

During the first week participants came from the 
New England area; the second week from Washington and 
Baltimore; the third week from Philadelphia; the 
fourth week participants came from the New York area; 
the fifth week had Ohio participants shackled inside 
the tiger cage and distributing leaflets. Other par- 
ticipants will be from western Pennsylvania, Philadel- 
phia and other cities, and during th final week par- 
ticipants from North Carolina, Georgia and other south- 
eastern areas will conduct the vigil. 

The Coalition to Stop Funding the War asks that 
people contact their congressionaL representatives now 
to urge support of the Flynt.* Giaimo Amendment® 

Further information on the Tiger Gage Vigil and Fast 
is available from Tiger Cage Vigil and Fast c/o 
WILPF, 120 Maryland Avenue N*E®, Washington, DoCo 
20002 or call (202) 544-0141. 
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